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Introduction

The 20th Conference of Parties (COP 20) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) was held in Lima, Peru, 1-12 December 2014. The outcomes of COP 20 are expected to have a
significant impact on developments in the field of forests and climate change over the coming year. In
view of this, forest sector stakeholders in Asia and the Pacific require succinct and accurate information
on the implications of the COP 20 discussions and their significance to forest policy decisions and
practice.

Since 2010, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and RECOFTC - The
Center for People and Forests have collaborated in organizing an annual expert consultation on forests
and climate change, to assess the outcomes of the UNFCCC COPs and their potential implications for
Asia and the Pacific. This publication is the outcome of the sixth of these consultations, organized in
Bangkok, Thailand, 24-25 February 2015, in partnership with the ASEAN Regional Knowledge Network
on Forests and Climate Change (ARKN-FCC). Twenty-two negotiators and experts from 19 countries of
the Asia-Pacific region attended the meeting. This booklet summarizes the discussions held during the
consultation, which were in response to a set of 11 key questions, designed to inform stakeholders on
the implications of the Lima COP 20.

The views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of RECOFTC, FAO, ARKN-FCC or other
participating institutions, and should be considered as the personal perspectives of the participating
experts.
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Foreword

According to the 5th Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report, the human influence on
the earth'’s climate system has gone past the debating stage - it is acknowledged as the very likely cause
of current observations of global warming. Greenhouse gases emissions have contributed to warming
of the atmosphere and ocean, changes in precipitation, sea level rise, and extreme climate events
among others. The concern now is how to avoid further catastrophe. The United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has proposed to adopt a goal to limit global warming to 20C
above the pre-industrial levels.

The UNFCCC Conference of Parties (COP) meets annually to determine what kind of efforts will be needed
to reduce GHG emissions and work out solutions to address the impacts of climate change. However,
these discussions and negotiations are rarely accessible to the professionals who are not directly involved
in the negotiations. This can develop into a serious handicap if those working in the field on natural
resources management remain unaware of the discussions at the global level. In order to bridge this gap
in knowledge, since 2010, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and RECOFTC —
The Center for People and Forests have been jointly organizing Post-COP expert consultations to identify
the implications of the COP discussions to forest policy makers and practitioners. The findings of these
consultations are published in a simple and succinct format, in the form of a set of key questions and
responses from the experts, so as to inform forest sector stakeholders in the Asia-Pacific region.

Following this tradition, the Post-COP20 Expert Consultation was held in late February 2015 in Bangkok.
The Lima (COP20) Conference is quite significant as it is meant to build the momentum for further
discussions in Paris (COP21) where we expect to reach a global climate agreement. At Lima a number of
issues were discussed, such as the national actions to reduce emissions, guidance on the adequacy of
such pledges, and the Green Climate Fund among others. It is therefore important to understand what
happened in Lima so as to prepare for the Paris talks towards the end of 2015. We strongly believe this
brief on the discussions that took place in Lima is of value to all individuals involved in natural resources
management. Finally, we would like to congratulate all the experts for their valuable contributions, and
the authors and editors who played a critical role in making sure this publication meets its objectives.

Dr. Hiroyuki Konuma Dr. Tint Lwin Thaung Dr. Nur Masripatin

Assistant Director-General Executive Director Coordinator of the ASEAN
and Regional Representative RECOFTC - The Center for Regional Knowledge Network
Food and Agriculture People and Forests - Forests and Climate Change
Organization of (ARKN-FCQC)

the United Nations



Q1

Q2

Q3

Was COP 20 a success?

What happened at COP 20
that was relevant to the
forest sector?

What implications will

the Intended Nationally
Determined Contributions
(INDCs) have for the forest
sector and for REDD+?

Q4

Q5

Q6

How will REDD+ figure into
the considerations of broader
land-use issues?

What challenges remain in
financing forest-based climate
change mechanisms?

What progress can be
expected regarding the
development of forest
reference emission levels
(FRELs) and forest reference
levels (FRLs) in Asia and the
Pacificin 2015?



Q7

Q8

Q9

How can regional and
international knowledge
exchange help in the
development of National
Forest Monitoring Systems
(NFMS) for REDD+?

Do developing countries
need additional guidance
on safeguards?

Are non-carbon benefits
(NCBs) still relevant in the
UNFCCC discussions on
REDD+?

Q10

Q11

Is there potential for joint
mitigation and adaptation
programs in the forest sector
to be included in a post-
2020 international climate
agreement?

Can COP 21 in Paris be
expected to produce a
credible international climate
agreement? If not, what will
this mean for the progress to
date on REDD+?
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What progress can be expected regarding the development
of forest reference emission levels (FRELs) and forest reference
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Q8

Do developing countries need additional guidance on
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Q9

Are non-carbon benefits (NCBs) still relevant in the
UNFCCC discussions on REDD+?
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Q10

Is there potential for joint mitigation and adaptation programs
in the forest sector to be included in a post-2020 international
climate agreement?




Q11

Can COP 21 in Paris be expected to produce a credible
international climate agreement? If not, what will this
mean for the progress to date on REDD+?
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